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	The Exceptionalities course has been developed to help prepare you to teach students with exceptionalities. The purpose of this presentation is to provide a brief summary of the assigned readings for Session 1.  This presentation will summarize the major content in Chapters 1, 2 and 3.  To gain a complete understanding of the content, it is very important you read and reflect on the information provided in your text.   
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	In Unit 1 – Session 1, you will explore the characteristics of an inclusive classroom,  consider the importance of collaboration with students, parents,  faculty and staff and how to involve parents in the educational process to benefit their children.  
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter 1 is entitled “Inclusive Education:  An Introduction.”  What do you think is meant by this term?  Our text book reminds us that our public education system is for ALL children.  We offer free, equal educational opportunities for all students including those who have disabilities, learning challenges and behavior problems.   When we include students with various needs in a classroom, we call this an inclusive environment.   Educators have found that when all students are included, a sense of empowerment and self-determination is developed in children.   Their lives are enriched because of the diversity in their classroom learning community.  They learn acceptance and tolerance which prepares them to live in the diverse community that they will experience in their lives.   
Consider for a moment experiences you had while growing up relative to going to school with students with disabilities.   Were these students segregated?  If so, what were their perceptions about this segregation?  Were these students ostracized, teased, etc.?   
Embracing the practice of an inclusive classroom removes the stigmatism of years past and avoids segregating students who exhibit exceptionalities. 
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	This chart demonstrates the historical changes in educating students with exceptionalities.  Prior to the mid-1970’s, many schools did not provide any programs for students with disabilities.  Up to two million children were totally excluded from the educational system.  Three million children received inappropriate or inadequate services.  Most students received their education in segregated settings.     
Consider why you think parents might have argued for special education services. As time progressed and parents advocated to improve their children’s learning opportunities, students with exceptionalities were integrated into the neighborhood school.  This instructional arrangement eventually evolved to teaching students in an inclusive environment.   Most educators and parents support this inclusive environment to better prepare students for the highest degree of independence possible by empowering and developing self-determination in students.
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	There have been dramatic changes since the mid 1970’s.  Today, services are much more appropriate.   Many more students are provided services in rescource rooms and general education classrooms.   Always remember:  special education is a service not a place.  Educators focus on student needs, not their exceptionality.
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	This chart describes the critical distinctions among the special education services that have occurred in the public school system since 1900 to the present.  The inclusive setting is the preferred method for providing a quality education for students with exceptionalities.   In reality though, some of our schools are still providing special education services in relative isolation or partial mainstreaming in general education classrooms.


	Slide: 7
	What is the difference between integration and inclusion?  This slide briefly describes the differences between the two delivery systems.   Consider the special education services you have observed in schools where you have attended or visited.   What delivery system was being used to educate students with disabilities?        
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	The term exceptionalities has a broad definition.   We often refer to students who have disabilities as students with exceptionalities.   In recent years, educators have determined that students who are gifted (high intellectual processing) or highly talented are considered students with exceptionalities.  Students not performing at grade level or who demonstrate abnormal behavioral management are often referred to as “at risk” students and fall under the definition of students with exceptionalities.  These three groups require an instructional program designed to meet their exceptional learning needs.  
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	Students who meet specific criteria qualify for special services.   The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) made it possible for students with disabilities to receive services to address their specific learning needs.   This, and other federal laws protect the rights of individuals with disabilities.   
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	This slide lists the IDEA disabilities that qualify students for special services.   Consider how a general education teacher might provide a learning environment and instruction that would meet the special needs of students with IDEA disabilities.   What types of teaching and learning accommodations might be appropriate for a student with an emotional disturbance who is included in a general education classroom?    How might our educational system be designed to meet the varying needs of students with disabilities?


	Slide: 11
	Students identified as gifted have an above-average intelligence and learning abilities.   Multiple criteria is used to determine if a student is gifted or talented.  How might an educational system be designed to meet their needs? 


	Slide: 12
	Students “at risk” cover a very broad spectrum.   Many of our students come to school with a multitude of challenges.  Students who are at-risk pose special challenges to teachers; but do not qualify for special education services.   Students who are at-risk or gifted or talented are often educated in the general education setting.  Students who qualify for accommodations in the classroom under Section 504 of the American with Disabilities Act receive assistance delivered by the general education teacher. 
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	To determine appropriate services for a student with exceptionalities, placement is determined on a case-by-case basis. This placement is determined through the Individualized Education Program (IEP) process.  Some students who do not qualify for services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) may qualify for services under Section 504 of the American with Disabilities Act.  More students with disabilities qualify under Section 504 of the ADA as compared to the IDEA.  Students who qualify under Section 504 must be provided with accommodations in both academic and non-academic areas.  Section 504 of the ADA is a civil rights law with no funding appropriations.  IDEA is a funding statute.      .   
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	A variety of classroom settings are provided to meet the needs of students with exceptionalities.   The placement range for a student can be from full-time inclusion in the general education classroom to placement in a special school that provides services to meet the student’s disability needs.  The appropriate placement is determined by the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team.  A school administrator, teachers, special service personnel and parents are part of the IEP team. 


	Slide: 15
	There are many different advantages to inclusion, including opportunities for social interaction, ease in accessing the general curriculum, academic improvement, and positive outcomes for students with and without disabilities.  Less emphasis on “special” and “regular” students creates a healthy learning community of diverse learners.  All students receive special assistance based on their needs.  Labels and classifications disappear in the daily classroom environment.


	Slide:  16
	The social interaction that occurs becomes natural and accepting.   Students show academic improvement because the instructional program is differentiated to meet their needs.  Students learn to live within a diverse learning community.
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	Just as there are many advantages to inclusion, there can be disadvantages.   Often general education teachers may not have the support and training needed to teach a classroom of diverse learners.   Collaboration with special educators may be challenging because educators do not have the collaborative skills or time  to make inclusion successful.  Some teachers and parents are concerned that having students with disabilities in the classroom may take away from students who do not have disabilities.   
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	Districts and schools are recognizing the need for additional teacher training so teachers can be successful with an inclusive classroom.   It is also recognized that some students do better when they are served in special education classes taught by special education teachers, with a goal of future inclusion, as students are better prepared to enter the general classroom setting.
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	The role of teachers is evolving within the inclusion movement.   Special education teachers work with a variety of students, disabled and at-risk.  General education teachers participate in meetings that make decisions regarding student’s education plans.   The trend is to move to referring to the students as “OUR STUDENTS” not “MS. JONE’S STUDENTS.”   A collaborative team which includes educators and parents, develop a learning plan for all students.
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	School personnel involved in the education of students with disabilities must have a positive attitude about serving this group of students.   Teachers set the example for students in their classrooms by either accepting and supporting students or rejecting them.   Teachers need to develop a philosophy of inclusive education.  All students belong.  As part of this sense of belonging, the language used when referring to students with disabilities becomes important.  In your text, examples of appropriate and inappropriate “People First” language are listed in Figure 1.3.   Additionally, it is important that educators adhere to the professional code of ethics that is used to govern meeting the needs of students with special needs.


	Slide:  21
	Teachers who serve students with special needs develop collaborative relationships with other educators and parents.   They seek opportunities to co-teach and participate in Teacher Assistance Teams. They include the student, when appropriate, in setting learning goals to help the student succeed.  Teachers develop peer support systems in their classrooms to develop positive relationships within the classroom. 
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	Effective inclusive programs emphasize the importance of developing  close working relationships that are built on trust and respect between general and special educators.  Teachers who value each others strengths and talents can develop synergistic programs that lead students to success.
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	When teachers use the co-teaching instructional format, they assume responsibility for the same group of students on a regular basis.  The instructional plan for the students becomes a joint effort.   The work load is shared and the decisions are made collaboratively.
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	Teacher Assistance Teams provide opportunities for educators to problem-solve and rally resources to help students who are demonstrating difficulties.  Everyone brings their experience, knowledge, skills and support to the planning process.   Students win and teachers win because they experience success.
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	Teachers who use peers in the general classroom to create a helping, learning environment will help students develop socially and academically.   When a student teaches another a concept, it solidifies their own learning.   Peer tutoring can be effective in one’s own classroom or in another teacher’s classroom.   Often high school or intermediate grade students benefit from reading to younger students.  Students without disabilities can model appropriate behaviors and encourage students to perform.   Using the cooperative learning method helps students take ownership for their learning.   They develop leadership, cooperation, tolerance and a number of other life-long habits.  


	Slide: 26
	Collaboration between the home and school is imperative.   Parents know their children well and want the best for them.   They are seeking help from educators.  If educators value parents opinions by listening and responding with respect, parents can play a major role in helping their child have a successful school experience.   
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	Teachers are encouraged to consider the areas listed on this slide when they are working with parents.  The Federal Law establishing IDEA requires parents to be involved in developing Individualized Education Plan.   When teachers work with parents, they should consider and respect the cultural background of the family, understand that families are very concerned about their child’s disability and may carry guilt because their child has challenges.   A sensitive, caring teacher can develop a helping relationship with the parent so that the school staff and parents can work cooperatively together.   When communication breaks down, sometimes it is necessary to mediate the requests of the school or parent.  If educators provide encouragement and support, parents will feel that the educators are trying to help their child be successful and mediation is sometimes avoided.    
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	When educators recognize that parents are the most important teachers of their children, it helps teachers understand the support role that they play.   Educators can support the home learning environment by supporting and offering suggestions to parents who are seeking help.   It is common knowledge that children learn more during the early years than at any other time in life.  This fact emphasizes the importance of early academic and social  intervention by educators and support to the family with a child who has disabilities.  No matter what the family circumstances are, parents love their children.   They want to be good parents, but some have not learned the skills to help their children.   Providing support becomes an important role for all educators.   By developing a learning plan coupled with encouragement and caring, a teacher can help parents develop the necessary skills to become a successful parent.   Parents who develop these skills will teach their children to be responsible, caring individuals.  The family will benefit and so will our society.




